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Music  Library  Association 

Hew  England  diopter 

IIe\/sletter  Ho.  6 
July,  1966 

On  May  7,  1866 ,   the  Spring  Meeting  of  the  Mew  England  Chapter  was  held  at 
Sprague  Memorial  Hall,  Yale  University,  Hew  Haven,  Connecticut.   At  the  first 
sescion  Miss  Patricia  M.  Shechan,  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Teclinology,  gave  us 
the  following  ideas  on  "Initial  steps  toward  mechanization': 

There  are  many  points  to  consider  in  converting  to  automation,  Basically  the 
computer  is  a  yes-no  device;  it  will  do  only  what  it  is  told  to  do.  Efficient  uso 
depends  upon  the  planner.  While  it  is  rightfully  considered  as  belonging  to  the 
realm  of  mathematics,  an  operator's  verbal  skills  may  be  of  more  importance  than 
the  mathematical.   The  operator  is  the  person  who  sits  at  the  central  computer  and 
who  does  not  know,  as  a  rule,  either  the  content s  of  a  program  or  the  method  of 
writing  a  program. 

Instruction  should  be  related  to  the  particular  machine.   Course  instruction 
is  not  always  satisfactory.  A  shortage  of  computer  teachers  results  at  times  in 
inferior  or  too  generalized  instruction. 

It  is  not  claimed  that  a  cotrputer  will  allow  for  a  smaller  working  staff; 
rather  that  it  will  make  it  unnecessary  to  increase  the  size  of  the  staff  as  the 
library  grows.  The  consistency  of  its  production  may  be  more  important  than  the 
time  saved. 

In  setting  up  a  system  an  ultimate  goal  and  a  clear  plan  are  essential.   It 
must  allow  for  exceptions  and  easy  additions.   One  should  allow  the  computer  to 
verify  additions  including  those  where  an  error  may  only  be  revealed  but  not 
defined.  A  computer  can  rearrange  material  if  care  is  taken  to  identify  it 
accurately  to  the  computer.   If  it  is  possible  to  do  so,  multiple  codes  should  be 
avoided.   Words,  even  if  abbreviated,  are  more  consistently  accurate  than  codes. 
When  a  new  system  is  being  installed,  the  planner  checks  it  with  real  material,  and 
again  after  each  change  to  the  basic  system. 

/»  computer  will  give  information  that  it  has  been  prepared  to  give.  It  reads 
slowly  but  puts  out  fast.   To  get  information  one  must  know  completely  in  advance 
•what  is  wanted.  There  is  a  danger  of  output  too  copious  for  practical  use. 

For  libraries  too  small  to  make  the  acquisition  of  even  the  smallest  computer 
practical,  there  is  still  the  economic  possibility  of  computer  use  on  shared  time, 
whereby  a  charge  is  made  for  the  computation  time. 

The  computer  will  relieve  the  librarian  of  clerical  duty  but  can  not  be 
expected  to  make  choices. 

The  question  and  answer  period  that  followed  Miss  Sheehan's  excellent 
presentation  demonstrated  a  genuine  interest  in  any  clerical  assistance  the 
computer  has  to  give. 

The  Business  Meeting  took  place  at  noon.   Secretary's  report  was  read  and 
corrected.  It  was  noted-~should  be  noted — that  unpaid  dues  are  a  problem.  Mary 
Wallace  stressed  that  we  dri\e  for  new  members.   Student  MLA  membership  is  five 
dollars  per  year.  MLA  papers  and  papers  issued  by  local  chapters  are  all 
available  to  members  at  no  charge.   The  revised  cataloging  code  will  be  ready  this 
fall.  Michael  Ochs,  music  librarian  at  Braudeis,  announced  that  they  have  a  card 
catalog  of  titles  of  the  vocal  works  in  the  J.S.  Bach  IIEUE  AUSGABE  SFMTLICHER  WERKE 
and  if  anyone  would  like  a  set  it  can  be  made  for  five  dollars. 

Officers  elected  for  the  year  1966-67  are:  Chairman:  Mrs.  Mary  AnkudoiTieh, 
Music  Librarian,  Smith  College,  Horthampton,  Massachusetts;  Vice- Chairman:  Miss 
Mary  Wallace,  Music  Librarian,  Radcliffe  College,  Cambridge,  Massachusetts; 
Secretary/ Treasurer:  Miss  Ethel  Bacon,  Music  Librarian,  University  of  Hartford, 
West  Hartford,  Connecticut;  Member-At- Large:  Mr.  Michael  Ochs,  Music  Librarian, 
Brandeis  University,  Waltham,  Massachusetts. 


Here: letter  Ho.  6  2. 

The  Business  Meeting  adjourned  at  12:40  for  lunch  at  the  Seven  Gables  Restaurs 

After  lunch  the  subject  for  discussion  was  'Cataloging  and  classifying  phono- 
records".  The  panel  consisted  of  Mrs.  Solveiga  Aizinas,  Hartford  Public  Library, 
Mrs.  Ena  Davenny,  Music  Library,  Yale  University,  and  Miss  Diana  Hull,  Music  Library 
Smith  College. 

Mr.  Kuhn  stated,  :,The  main  problem  is  what  you  do  with  the  record  after 
cataloging  it.  Where  do  you  put  it?  how  do  you  find  it?"  All  three  panel  members 
use  the  LC  system  and  cards.  At  Yale,  matrix  numbers  are  used  with  the  Historical 
Sound  Recordings.  The  matrix  number  has  to  be  used  if  one  has  a  private  recording, 
or  if  there  is  no  other  means  of  identifying  the  dish.  This  number  falls  in  the 
place  of  the  plate  number  of  a  book.   The  Historical  Sound  Recordings  are  shelved 
according  to  the  manufacturer's  number,  and  the  call  number  space  is  left  blank, 
Ac  many  others  ore  now  doing,  Yale  duplicates  its  own  cards,  even  LC  cards. 

Only  two  libraries  of  those  represented  file  the  cards  for  records  in  the  maie 
dictionary  catalog,   Still,  as  long  as  they  state  'Phonodisc  ',  it  should  be  possibL 
Jo  file  them  anywhere.   Hartford  Public  has  a  separate  catalog  for  stereo  records. 
At  Smith,  STEREO  is  stamped  in  red  under  the  call  number.   At  Yale  at  one  time  the 
call  number  of  the  miniature  score  was  added  at  the  bottom  of  the  card.  But 
deletion  becomes  a  problem. 

Mrs.  Davenny  stated  that  we  should  think  along  the  lines  of  getting  away  from 
the  3x5  card,  as  being  too  small.  Mrs.  Aizinas  thinks  the  cords  should  not  be 
abbreviated,  except  for  analytical  entries.  Perhaps  the  cards  for  the  e/erjiay  user 
should  siraply  be  analytic,  with  perhaps  a  shelf  list  full  card.  Most  of  those 
present  go  to  the  extent  of  analyzing  an  anthology,  i;hich  is  necessary  if  the  user 
is  to  find  a  single  work.  We  do  need  an  Essay  and  General  Literature  Index  for 
records,  but  the  transitory  aspect  of  the  material  is  one  of  the  drawbacks. 

Speaking  of  subject  cataloging,  Mrs.  Aizinas  said  that  at  Hartford  Public  the 
LC  music  subject  headings  are  used  as  a  basis,  though  not  followed  thoroughly.   The: 
use  performer  added  entries.   At  Smith  College,  LC  subject  headings  are  used  but  in 
some  cases  the  form  may  be  different.   They  do  not  use  added  entries  for  performers. 
They  have  a  cross-reference  system  for  performers  (Heifetz,  J.  see  comp.ti.call  no.. 

With  opera  performers,  a  judicious  amount  of  cutting  must  be  done;  Mrs. 
Bavenny  usually  takes  what  is  inside  on  the  libretto.  Miss  O'Meara  suggested 
making  a  name  list,  with  reference  to  the  number  of  your  disk.  When  the  time  comes 
for  discarding,  the  artist  entry  is  best  as  added  entry. 

At  Yale  the  students  are  very  performer  conscious.   The  LC  subject  headings 
arc  exceedingly  useful  to  them,  and  many  sub-divisions  of  these  are  used  as  needed. 
They  do  not  use  libretto  added  entries  but  Mr.  Kuhn  would  like  them  for  out-of-the- 
way  operas  where  there  might  not  otherwise  be  a  libretto  available. 

In  General,  the  panel  was  in  agreement  as  to  use  of  title  entries  with 
distinctive  titles. 

At  Dartmouth  some  of  the  faculty  ask  for  records  by  manufacturers'  numbers! 

As  for  classification,  a  minority  of  those  present  use  some  scheme  other  than 
classification  by  accession  number.   At  Hartford  Public  L  brary  they  use  Dewey.   At 
Smith,  classification  is  by  composer  -  form  -  medium  -  performer.  The  Yale 
classification  system  coos  from  the  general  to  the  specific ,  all  Ia?.'ge  works  first, 
then  those  with  opus  numbers,  etc.,  and  they  are  letter- codv^o  go  indicate  form. 

It  was  mentioned  that  there  is  an  article  on  the  care  of  recordings  by  Ethel 
Louise  Lyman  in  Library  Journal,  February  15,  1S57. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  5  p.m.  to  a  reception  in  the  Music  Library  where  :'The 
sight  of  modern  music  '  was  on  exhibit. 
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The  next  meeting  of  our  lieu  England  Chapter  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with 
the  IjELA  meetings  at  Wentworth-by  -the-Sea,  Portsmouth,  Lev  Hampshire.  Cur  session 
■.rill  be  on  Thursday,  September  15,  19GG,  from  3:15  -  5  p.m.  The  program,  "Binding 
music  scores:  a  survey  of  bindery  and  library  techniques",  will  include  two 
speakers:  Dudley  A.  Ifciss,  Executive  Director,  Library  Binding  Institute,  Boston, 
Massachusetts;  and  Homer  Rudolf,  Music  Librarian,  Paddock  Library,  Dartmouth 
College,  Hanover,  Hew  Hasp shire .   There  xri.ll  be  an  exhibit  of  binding.   Refreshment.^ 
vri.ll  be  served  following  the  meeting. 

Hope  to  see  you  all  on  September  15  at  Uentvorth-by-the-Sea! 


In  this  mailing,  to  members  v;hose  dues  are  paid  through  1965- G6,  there  is 
enclosed  a  copy  of  :'Chomber  music  for  the  public  library'.   These  three 
bibliographies  (uoodvinds,  brass,  strings)  were  prepared  by  members  of  our  chapter 
and  are  reprinted  from  the  Bay  State  Librarian,  bulletin  of  the  Massachusetts 
Library  Association,  October  1SGC   and  .April  19G5.   The  music  is  suitable  for 
purchase  by  the  small  or  medium- sized  library. 

Dues  of  $1.00  for  1966-67  are  payable  now.   Please  use  the  attached  form. 

Ethel  Bacon,  Secretary 
Hew  England  Chapter,  MLA 


THE  HEW  EE'GLAHD  CHAPTER  OF  THE  MUSIC  LIBRARY  ASS0CIATI01T 

Dues  for  1966-67 $1.00 

HAME 

LIBRARY  ADDRESS  POSITION 

MAILIEG  ADDRESS  (if  different) 

Please  make  check  payable  to  Music  Library  Association,  lieu  End  and  Chapter,  nrvi 

send  remittance  with  this  form  to:  Miss  Ethel  Bacon 

University  of  Hartford 
200  Bloomf ield  Avenue 
Uest  Hartford,  Conn.  06117 

Thonk  you. 


